58                THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

who come from the extreme west, involuntarily bow my head.
Our Government, after disembarking at Apollo Bunder1, uses
the services of innumerable labourers and steam and electricity to
climb up, and lodges itself in Simla or Sirillong and snarls at
people from there. What wonder if people in their fear cry out,
"Save us, save us"! The Brahmaputra gives solace. The Gov-
ernment which has its headquarters in Shillong scorches the people
from that height and, for this reason, the Assamese have left off
saluting it, co-operating with it. What can the people do but run
away if the Brahmaputra in his fury should inundate fields and
drown villages? And what can they do but flee when scorched
by the blazing fire of the Government? The Assamese have
realized that the golden way for them is non-co-operation*

[From Gujarati]
Naaajwm, 4-9-1921

24.   LETTER TO ESTHER MENQN*
ON TOUR,
September 4, 1921
MY DEAR ESTHER,
I found your letter awaiting me on my return to Calcutta
from the East Bengal tour.
I wish you and yours a happy life of service,
I was longing for your letter and to hear how you were doing*
I cannot understand your not getting Young India.     I am
inquiring*
When you return to India, you will find the Ashram devoting
its best time to carding, spinning and weaving* I wish you would
study Danish hand-spinning, hand-weaving, if there be any such
in Denmark.
Gpd^ is great* Not by the effort we are making, but by His
grace it is possible to gain swaraj this year. And then you return
without hindrance.3 There will be just as much steadfastness
needed to work out swaraj as is needed for attaining it, Let
1 In Bombay
2 This was written after hearing the news of the addressee** marriage
with E- K. Menon in Denmark.
3 The British Government, for a time, refused her permission to return to
India.